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Report by UNSD

1.
UNSD confirms its support for the WTO initiative [the WTO report under agenda item 5(d)] to create a common data set (CDS) on aggregate merchandise exports and imports complying with the recommendations of the Statistical Commission as laid out in IMTS, Rev.2.

2.
UNSD is ready to cooperate with the WTO in reviewing country data suitable for inclusion in the CDS. This includes both “official” data and estimates [see UNSD report under agenda item 4(g)].

3.
UNSD can contribute to creation of the CDS by providing conversion factors from national currency to US dollars for countries, which report monthly or quarterly data.

4.
An important issue which needs to be clarified prior to development of the data set is the relationship between the data in future CDS and totals of exports and imports available in other data sets such as Comtrade, trade series of International Financial Statistics (the IMF), UNCTAD and FAO data etc. This needs to be done to avoid possible confusion of users. Perhaps a relevant text, agreed by the Task Force, needs to be developed and included in the metadata for CDS. 
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