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1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Beirut, 27-29 March 2001) UNSD/IMF activities in data exchange and data reconciliation were as follows: 

(a) UNSD continued to use the IMF series of aggregate exports and imports for 140 countries (in national currency unless available in the US dollars only) to produce the MBS/ITSY tables (UNSD analyses the IMF data prior to inclusion them into its database and informs the IMF if any irregularities are detected); UNSD and the IMF periodically exchanged information regarding sources of the data, coverage and other methodological issues as needed;

(b) UNSD modified its data processing software so that it is possible now to incorporate the IMF US dollar series of aggregate exports and imports in the database used to produce the MBS/ITSY tables; UNSD will review these series on a country by country basis, and depending on the results of the comparison, will begin their inclusion in its database;

(c) the IMF provided UNSD, at UNSD request, with its DOT data for 1991 – 2000; these data are used (a) to identify reported data which may not otherwise be available in UNSD, and (b) to prepare estimates for the ITSY;

(d) UNSD postponed its COMTRADE/IFS comparisons planed for May-June 2001 until the second half of 2002. The comparison table will be forwarded to the IMF in order to develop cooperative actions to reconcile the totals.
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