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STATISTICAL TERRITORIES OF THE WORLD FOR USE IN INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE STATISTICS: A PROGRESS REPORT

Report by UNSD
1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Beirut, 27-29 March 2001) Statistical Territories of the World for Use in International Merchandise Trade Statistics was issued in all official UN languages. 

2.
UNSD created a working electronic copy of the publication which is on the EDG.  It will be periodically updated as sufficient new/changed information becomes available. The first update is planned for April 2002.

3.
As requested UNSD intends to include entries for customs unions. A (modified) questionnaire will be prepared to send to known customs unions (e.g., European Union, South African Customs Union, MERCOSUR).  The Task Force is invited to provide the names of other country groupings that are known to be functioning as customs unions, for inclusion.

4.
As requested by the Task Force, the geonomenclature in use for trade statistics in the UNSD “Group, country, and area nomenclature as used in the Comtrade data base” has been placed on the EDG. 
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