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1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Beirut, 27-29 March 2001) UNSD actions related to International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Compilers Manual (IMTS:CM) were as follows: 

(a) UNSD incorporated in the Manual some modifications suggested by the Expert Group during its meeting 11-15 December 2000;

(b) UNSD prepared the final text of the Manual, its Annexes, and submitted them for publication on 18 December 2001;

(c) The text of the Manual, as submitted to editors, has been put on the EDG on 7 January 2002.

2.
UNSD is preparing training materials and expects to conduct in 2002 two workshops to assist countries in implementation of the IMTS:CM compilation advice (for developing countries in Africa and for selected countries of Eastern Europe and CIS).  Members of the Task Force will be invited to attend (at their own expense).

3.
The Manual outlines a number of issues that had not been dealt with or dealt with less extensively than they deserve. Those issues might be taken into account while contemplating future Task Force work programme (see Annex).

4.
Acting upon suggestion of the Task Force at its Beirut meeting UNSD plans to start collecting materials, which might be used in preparation of Supplement to IMTS:Compilers’Manual in future. Task Force is invited to place any relevant national studies that they come to know of on the EDG (under Methodologies – Alternative trade data sources)
.  

______________

Annex

This Annex reproduces paragraph 5 of the Manual.

“

5.
The Manual largely follows the structure of the IMTS, Rev.2.  It also covers other topics deemed to be beneficial to trade data compilers; for example, the issue of the treatment of electronic commerce and the use of non-customs sources of data are considered, as requested by the Commission at its thirty-first session. 
  The Manual is intended to deal only with issues directly related to compilation of basic data.  For this reason there are a number of issues relating to trade statistics that have not been dealt with or dealt with less extensively than they deserve; in addition there are some basic data issues that could be given more attention.  A list of such issues follows:


(a)  How to improve relationships between national statistical offices, customs administrations and other institutions involved in trade statistics;


(b)  Application of value thresholds for data recording and inclusion in trade statistics;


(c)  Available software systems to assist customs and statistical authorities;


(d)  Statistical registers - registers of trading organizations;


(e)  Treatment of confidential data;

(f)  E-commerce and trade in digital products;


(g)  Description of the linkages and/or clearer demarcation between goods and services in international trade;


(h)  Treatment of particular categories of goods such as shuttle trade (i.e., goods brought in by travellers in excess of minimums specified by national law), undersea communications cables, satellites and their launchers and other products;


(i)  Index numbers of trade; and


(j)  Seasonally adjusted data.

“

� UNSD requests that this heading be changed to ‘Methodologies - country practices/studies’ so that its content is more obvious.





� See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2000, Supplement No. 4 (E/2000/24), para. 6(a) and 6(c).





