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At the Task Force meeting in Rome we each agreed to set down the list of trade data elements that we consider essential for trade statistics purposes and put them on the EDG.  (This was in the context of the WCO presentation and our concern that recent suggestions about rationalizing trade data elements might impact on the availability of elements important for statistics).


I have looked at the elements in the WCO Data Set Version 1.0 (this is the rationalized/streamlined data set), and find that the elements that we need for the UNSD data base are included.  The data elements that UNSD needs are

· HS code 6 digits

· value - imports cif, exports fob

· quantity  -
net weight

-
any other unit used

· origin

· destination

· exports, re-exports, imports, re-imports

Incidentally this Data Set Version 1.0 has already been adopted by WCO.  I was at a WCO meeting in June 2002 and am re-assured that statistical needs have been taken into account and that the statistical information traditionally contained in the SAD (used in EU and some other countries) is incorporated in the Data Set Version 1.0.  The Data Set Version 1.0 was developed by the G-7 countries and the statistical administrations were involved to protect statistical needs.

The Data Set Version 1.0 is fixed until 2005.  A WCO committee is looking at it again especially to see if changes are needed to reflect the needs of all involved government developments.  At the WCO meeting I emphasized the necessity for each national customs administration to discuss the statistical needs with the national statistical authorities in this review process. 

Overall, I think we don't have to worry about any loss of statistical data in this process.

	

	Richard Roberts
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