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Item 5(a), 5(d) and 5(e) of the provisional agenda


COMTRADE: STATUS, PLANS, USER NEEDS


Note by UNSD
1.
The flow of data into Comtrade for recent years of data has continued to improve.

Availability of data
2.
By the end of 1999, there were 78 countries for the most recent year in Comtrade, which is 2 more than at the same time in 1998. The total number of country periods entered for the most recent 2 years was the highest ever at 181, whereas the total number of country periods entered for the most recent 3 years remained at the same level as last year, namely 291.

No. of country periods available
as of 31 December of each year
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995



Most recent year of data
  78
 76
 80
 75 
 75
 

Most recent 2 years of data
 181
177
175
170

165



Most recent 3 years of data
 291
291
278
270 
264



3.
Thirteen countries, which had reported their 1997 data by the end of December 1998, had not reported their 1998 data by the end of December 1999.  The countries are: Algeria, Belize, Bermuda, Estonia, Kuwait, Madagascar, Morocco, Oman, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Thailand and Zimbabwe.

4.
Eleven countries, which had not reported their 1997 data by the end of December 1998, had reported their 1998 data by the end of December 1999.  The countries are: Aruba, Austria, Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Republic of Korea, Malta, Malaysia, Republic of Moldova, Saint Lucia, Southern African Customs Union and Spain.

5.
For 21 countries, more than one year of data were added to Comtrade in 1999 (a total of 51 new country periods), filling in old gaps and bringing data more up to date.  Please see annex 1.

6.
Eight countries were included for the first time or the first time in many years, namely: Aruba, Armenia, Belarus, Bulgaria, Haiti, Kazakhstan, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkmenistan.

7.
In 1999, the 1997 national trade publications of Syria and Libya were keyed-in and processed for inclusion in Comtrade.

8.
The number of countries in Comtrade at the end of December 1999 exceeds 100 for all years from 1970 up to 1997.  This level of coverage is being achieved faster each year.  The more recent years are shown below (last two years’ figures are shown in parentheses):

1998
 78
 (-)
 (-)

1997
103
 (76)
 (-)

1996
110
(101)
 (79)

1995
119
(114)
 (95)

1994
116
(112) 
(102)

1993
113
(112)
(107)

1992
111
(110)
(106)

1991
111
(111)
(109)

1990
114
(114)
(113)

1989
111
(111)
(110)

9.
A review of national data received for each month of the previous year is being performed at the end of the identical month in the current year to identify which countries if any, require follow-ups for the transmittal to UNSD of their most recent data. 

10.
The usual annual reminder to all countries to provide their trade data will be sent out in February 2000.

11.
The arrangements for sharing national data between ECLAC, FAO, WTO, UNCTAD, and OECD continue to contribute significantly to the coverage and timeliness of Comtrade.  Personal contact through visits to countries and attendance at seminars, workshops and conferences has also helped a lot during the past year.

HS Data in Comtrade

12.
In 1999 a further increase in the number of available HS country periods in Comtrade was achieved.  While there were 300 HS country periods in Comtrade at the end of 1996, 450 at the end of 1997 and 582 at the end of 1998, there were 695 HS country periods available as of 31 December 1999.  The table below indicates the availability of HS country periods in Comtrade.

Data year
end 1996
end 1997


end 1998
end 1999


1998


-


-



-


 75



1997


-


-



71


 94

1996


-


72


95


100


1995


70


84


99



102

1994


76


85


95



 96

1993


46


61


68



 69

1992


36


49


53



 55

1991

 
28


36


38



 39

1990

 
21


29


29



 30

1989

 
18


24


24



 25

1988


 5


10


10



 11

 _____

 ______

   _____

​  ____

Total

300


450


582

695


UNSD will continue to process according to the standard HS 6-digits, HS 96 where available, as well as converting to HS 88 and SITC Revisions 3, 2 and 1.  We are asking all countries to provide their HS data to us, if available. 

Comtrade Notes
13.
Comtrade Notes have been issued monthly to keep users up to date on availability and pipeline flows of data for Comtrade and on systems developments. An electronic version of the Comtrade Notes is also available and has been sent out to a number of users.

Comtrade usage
14.
A summary of Comtrade usage among international organizations is given in the following table.  So far, the Comtrade system for recording usage could not be adjusted to calculate the kinds or levels of the commodity classifications, used by the organizations.

Number of records extracted (in millions)

  1999
 1998

 1997
 1996

 1995



EUROSTAT

  70.4
 86.2

140.8
145.6

510.3


ECE


   4.0
 18.7

  8.8
 23.0

  2.4
  

FAO


   0.7
  0.7

  0.8
  1.5

  0.0


ITC


 376.2
315.1

163.1
 58.0

 76.0
 

OECD


   0.0
  0.2

  0.4
  4.4

  0.7
 

UNCTAD

  94.7
 82.8

190.0
141.8

785.1


WTO


  88.2
 46.8

 38.6
 19.2

 38.8


UNSD


 204.5
210.7

189.5
197.0

251.0


OTHER USERS
  41.3
 22.4

  7.1
  3.8

  2.9


Note that World Bank use is not registered because the Bank uses its own software programs to decompress the Comtrade data.

Y2K Compliant Comtrade

15. The Y2k compliant Comtrade system (Comtrade-2000) has now been available for a full year. The pre-Y2K system is also (temporarily) available if still required. The retrieval software (batch and on-line versions) is operational, although there are some problems with ‘reporter aggregation’ and the ISPF Comtrade Panel. The Comtrade-2000 database is updated up to 31 December 1999; the pre-Y2K system is ‘frozen’ as of 17 December 1999. The Y2K compliant systems for the processing of national data are not yet through their final testing phase. We expect the retrieval and processing systems to be fully operational shortly.

Planned Client/Server Comtrade

16.
The current mainframe Comtrade system is stable. We expect stability to continue for the next 2-3 years except for possible external shocks. Our systems consultant is expected to be available on a part time basis for the next 2-3 years to support/maintain the system.

17.
However, UNSD needs to develop a new system that UNSD itself can support from internal staff resources. This is expected to be a client/server system based on Microsoft SQL 7; UNSD already has some applications on SQL7 and has experienced staff. During 2000 systems specifications will be developed. A full time UNSD systems person from the Computer Systems and Services Section will be assigned for this development work, assisted by consulting services where necessary. Development will be in two phases: retrieval system followed by country processing system. It is intended that the new system should meet the needs of users for Internet access to Comtrade.

18.
Other aspects of Comtrade are reported on separately under agenda items 5(b) and 5(c).


ANNEX 1


COUNTRIES FOR WHICH MORE THAN ONE YEAR WERE ADDED TO COMTRADE

DURING 1998
Aruba
95, 96, 97, 98

Austria
97, 98

Bangladesh
97, 98

Bulgaria
96, 97

Costa Rica
97, 98

Dominican Republic
96, 97

Haiti
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97

Korea Republic
97, 98

Malaysia
97, 98

Malta
97, 98

Nepal
94, 96, 97

New Zealand
97, 98

Republic of Moldova
97, 98

Saint Lucia
97, 98

Southern African Customs Union
97, 98

Spain
97, 98

Surinam
96, 97

Syrian Arab Republic 
96, 97

United Republic of Tanzania
95, 96, 97

Turkmenistan
97, 98

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
94, 95, 96
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