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1.
Since the last Task Force meeting (Beirut, 27-29 March 2001) UNSD actions related to preparation of correlation tables between the HS02 and SITC, Rev.3 were as follows: 


(a)
Correlation table of the HS02 to SITC, Rev.3 (HS02S3) was finalized and made available to countries on the UNSD web site at http://esa.un.org/unsd/tradestat/ beginning 27 September 2001. It was also placed on the EDG at the same date. The table has been prepared to assist countries in conversion of trade data compiled in terms of the HS02 to SITC, Rev.3, and to insure international comparability of the converted data.  The table can be made available in hard print, on diskette, or as an attached Excel file via e-mail if requested;

(b) UNSD prepared and submitted for printing (in December 2001) a special publication Correlation tables between the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (2002 edition) and the Standard International Trade Classification, Revision 3 (ST/ESA/STAT/114). The publication contains HS02S3 (the same as above), a reverse table correlating the SITC, Rev.3 headings to the HS02 subheadings (S3HS02), explanatory notes, and two annexes (see para. 2 below). The document was placed on the EDG on 20 March 2002. UNSD will send it to countries as soon as it is printed. Arrangements are being made to make this publication available to countries on the UNSD web site and on CD-ROM.  
2. A description of tables HS02S3 and S3HS02 is provided in the explanatory notes to ST/ESA/STAT/114. In brief, HS02S3 correlates all the 5,224 HS02 subheadings to the basic headings, or, if this is impossible, to the appropriate higher level headings of SITC, Rev.3 (except for HS02 subheadings 7108.20 and 7118.90 covering monetary gold and current coin which are outside the scope of SITC, Rev.3).  Of the 5,222 HS subheadings 4,981 are correlated exactly to one SITC, Rev.3 basic heading.  For the other 241 HS subheadings an exact correlation to an SITC, Rev.3 basic heading has not been established.  Of these, 173 are correlated approximately to a basic heading of SITC, Rev.3, and 68 are correlated to the higher level of SITC, Rev.3. S3HS02 describes coverage of 3,019 (out of 3,121) SITC, Rev.3 basic headings in terms of HS02 subheadings. 102 SITC, Rev.3 basic headings are not correlated with the HS02 subheadings; they are listed in Annex 1; Annex 2 describes where the trade in goods covered by these headings, is actually placed when compiled in terms of the HS02 subheadings and recompiled in terms of SITC, Rev.3. 
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