TASK FORCE ON INTERNATIONAL
2 February 2001

TRADE STATISTICS

Beirut, 27-29 March 2001

Item 3(f)of the provisional agenda

USE OF CPC AND OTHER CLASSIFICATIONS FOR AGGREGATING DATA


Note by UNSD
1.
The UNSD produced a CD-ROM containing trade data classified according to CPC Version 1.0 for 12 countries for the periods 1989 to 1998 depending on availability.  The data was created by converting the data in Comtrade that had been reported in terms of HS or SITC (For details see the report "CPC Trade in goods" for the Task Force at its March 2000 session).

2.
The CD-ROM was distributed to approximately 30 countries and 13 international organizations including all members of the Task Force.

3.
All recipients were asked to (a) make it available to economists and statisticians for their use and (b) subsequently provide UNSD a brief statement on their evaluation of the usefulness of data in this form.  The aim was to assess the usefulness of trade data according to the CPC for analytical purposes; this is part of the process of reviewing and evaluation the CPC and its possible uses.

4.
Eight replies were received.  Some asked for additional copies of the CD-ROM to circulate to users.  Some asked for the correlation tables that were used; some indicated that they thought the data could be useful; one indicated that they thought the data were not or were hardly suitable for analytical purposes, and that for international comparisons reference was made to the SITC; none indicated having used the data.

5.
From the small number of replies and the nature of the observations we conclude that there is no strong reason for the UNSD to proceed with any further compilation of trade data according to CPC.  We will however watch to see the extent to which countries might start to re-compile and publish their own trade data according to CPC in the coming years, particularly for use in their GDP.  We will make available the correlations between HS/SITC and CPC which we developed and which we used to produce the data referred to in para. 1 above.

6.
The UNSD continues to compile figures on percentages of trade for each country according to BEC (29 categories of imports) and ISIC (12 categories of exports) for the International Trade Statistics Yearbook.
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