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Items 4(k) and 4(l) of the provisional agenda

COMTRADE: STATUS, PLANS, USER NEEDS

Note by UNSD
1.
After a record year in 2000, the flow of data in 2001 has been even higher; the number of reporting countries or areas for the most recent year and the most recent two years increased by about 10% each.

Availability of data
2.
By the end of 2001, there were 109 countries or areas for the most recent year in Comtrade, which is 9 more than at the same time in 2000 and which is by far the highest total recorded over the last years. The total number of country periods entered for the most recent 2 and 3 years were also the highest ever at 233 and 357, respectively.

No. of country periods available
as of 31 December of each year
Period
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997




Most recent year of data
 109
 100
  78
  76
  80
 

Most recent 2 years of data
 233
 211 
 181
 177
 175


Most recent 3 years of data
 337
 334
 291
 291
 278

3.
Twenty-three countries or areas, which had not reported their 1999 data by the end of December 2000, had reported their 2000 data by the end of December 2001.  The countries or areas are: Albania, Andorra, Bahrain, Bulgaria, Burundi, Comoros, Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guinea, Jamaica, Jordan, Maldives, Montserrat, Morocco, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.

4.
Thirteen countries or areas, which had reported their 1999 data by the end of December 2000, had not reported their 2000 data by the end of December 2001.  The countries or areas are: Belize, Egypt, Faeroe Islands, Greece, Grenada, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, Oman, Slovakia, Sri Lanka, the United Republic of Tanzania and Tuvalu. These are being followed up.
5.
For 21 countries or areas, more than one year of data were added to Comtrade in 2001 (a total of 61 new country periods), filling in old gaps and bringing data more up to date.  Please see annex 1.

6.
Nine countries or areas were included for the first time or for the first time in 5 years. The countries or areas are: Andorra, Burundi, Comoros, Ethiopia, Georgia, Montserrat, South Africa, Tajikistan and the United Arab Emirates.

7.
In 2001, the following national trade publications were keyed-in and processed for inclusion in Comtrade: Bahamas (1995), Bhutan (1998 and 1999), Nepal (1994 and 1999), Netherlands Antilles (1998) and Qatar (1999)
8.
The number of countries in Comtrade at the end of December 2001 exceeds 100 for all years from 1970 to present.  This level of coverage is being achieved faster each year.  The situation in recent years is shown below:


End Dec
End Dec
End Dec
End Dec
End Dec

2001
2000
1999
1998
1997

2000
109
   - 
   -
   -
   -
1999
124
 100  
   - 
   - 
   - 
1998
124
 111  
  78 
   - 
   - 
1997
129
 123 
 103 
  76 
   - 
1996
127
 125 
 110 
 101 
  79 
1995
133
 131 
 119 
 114 
  95 
1994
118
 117 
 116 
 112  
 102 
1993
115
 113 
 113 
 112 
 107 
1992
111
 111 
 111 
 110 
 106 
1991
111
 111 
 111 
 111 
 109 
1990
114
 114 
 114 
 114 
 113 
9.
A review of national data received for each month of the previous year is being performed at the end of the identical month in the current year to identify which countries if any, require follow-ups for the transmittal to UNSD of their most recent data. 

10.
The usual annual reminder to all countries to provide their trade data will be sent out in February 2002.

11.
The arrangements for sharing national data between ECLAC, FAO, WTO, UNCTAD, OECD and most recently ECOWAS (Economic Community Of West African Countries) continue to contribute significantly to the coverage and timeliness of Comtrade. Further, personal contact through the organization of workshops, visits to countries and attendance at seminars and conferences has also helped a lot during the past year.

HS Data in Comtrade

12.
In 2001 an increase of 155 new HS country periods in Comtrade was achieved.  Previously, we had recorded increases of 150 in 1997, 132 in 1998, 113 in 1999 and 160 in 2000.  The table below indicates the availability of HS country periods in Comtrade at the end of each year since 1996.
As at the end of each year

Year
 1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

of data
2000
  -
  -
  -
  -
  -
 107

1999
  -
  -
  -
  -
 91
 116

1998
  -
  -
  -
 75
103
 115

1997
  -
  -
 71
 94
113
 117

1996
  -
 72
 95
100
112
 114

1995
 70
 84
 99
102
111
 113

1994
 76
 85
 95
 96
 96
  98

1993
 46
 61
 68
 69
 69
  70

1992
 36
 49
 53
 55
 55
  55

1991
 28
 36
 38
 39
 39
  39

1990
 21
 29
 29
 30
 30
  30

1989
 18
 24
 24
 25
 25
  25

1988
  5
 10
 10
 11
 11
  11


___
___
___
___
___
____

Total
300
450
582
695
855
1010

UNSD will continue to process according to the standard HS 6-digits, HS 96 where available, as well as converting to HS 88 and SITC Revisions 3, 2 and 1.  We are asking all countries to provide their HS data to us, if available. System changes are being included so that we will be able to include HS02 data as soon as countries start to report on that basis (in early 2003).
Comtrade Notes
13.
Comtrade Notes have been issued regularly to keep users up to date on availability and pipeline flows of data for Comtrade and on systems developments; they are distributed in electronic format.

Introduction of new countries and areas in Comtrade

14.
In response to requests of Task Force members at the meeting in Vienna UNSD has introduced  starting with the data for the year 2000  Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, the Republic of South Africa, and Swaziland as new countries in the Comtrade database; further, the Occupied Palestinian Territory has been added as a new area. The above countries and areas will appear as reporters and partners, as available.
Comtrade-like data available for Extra and Intra EU-15 trade data
15.
In response to requests of EUROSTAT at the Task Force meeting in Vienna and further to discussions at the last meeting in Beirut, UNSD has made Extra and Intra EU-15 data available to the users in Comtrade output format. Data files  separately for EU-15 Intra and EU-15 Extra  have been placed on the ICC mainframe for each of the years 1995 to 2000. The data have been provided by EUROSTAT in HS96; they have been placed on the ICC mainframe in SITC, Revision 3, as requested by WTO. The names of the mainframe output files which hold these data all start with ‘STAGE.WTO.EU15’. If required, these data can be made available in any of the other classifications. 
Comtrade usage
16.
A summary of Comtrade usage among international organizations is given in the following table. This usage covers only the data extractions via the Comtrade retrieval system on the IOS3 operating system of the ICC mainframe in Geneva. The World Bank use is not registered because the Bank uses its own software programs to decompress the Comtrade data.

Number of records extracted  in millions 
	Organization
	2001
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	 1996

	EUROSTAT
	182.7
	  0.0
	 70.4
	 86.2
	140.8
	145.6

	ECE
	  2.0
	  4.8
	  4.0
	 18.7
	  8.8
	 23.0  

	FAO
	  8.6
	  1.1
	  0.7
	  0.7
	  0.8
	  1.5

	ITC
	 95.9
	345.2
	376.2
	315.1
	163.1
	 58.0

	OECD
	  0.0
	  0.0
	  0.0
	  0.2
	  0.4
	  4.4

	UNCTAD
	230.0
	275.3
	 94.7
	 82.8
	190.0
	141.8

	WTO
	 55.6 
	187.3
	 88.2
	 46.8
	 38.6
	 19.2

	UNSD
	  0.0
	  0.05
	204.5
	210.7
	189.5
	197.0

	OTHER USERS
	 55.2
	 33.3
	 41.3
	 22.4
	  7.1
	  3.8


The table shows that EUROSTAT’s connection to Comtrade has been re-established in 2001. ITC extracted most of its data for the annual version of PC-TAS in January 2002, when about 150 million records were extracted. UNSD’s usage is down, because since 2000 UNSD extracts data exclusively from the NYCS side of the mainframe and usage of Comtrade on NYCS does not get recorded. Finally, there is a steady increase of Comtrade use over the last 6 years by “Other Users”, which consists mostly of Government organizations. 
Client/server Comtrade

17.
As of 1 February 2001, a full time UNSD systems person from the Computer Systems and Services Section has been assigned for the development work of client/server Comtrade. Development will be in two phases: retrieval system followed by country processing system. A test version of data retrieval from Comtrade via the internet is intended to be available by the third quarter of 2002. This test system will use data copied from the mainframe Comtrade. 

In the long term, after the retrieval and country processing systems are developed, client/server Comtrade will be different from mainframe Comtrade in the following ways:
i 
The conversions from one classification to another will be done directly, meaning, for instance, that the HS, version 1996, is converted directly to SITC, Revision 1. In mainframe Comtrade conversions are cascaded, meaning that HS-1996, is converted to HS-1988, thereafter HS-1988 is converted to SITC, Rev.3, which is converted to SITC, Rev.2, which is finally converted to SITC, Rev.1. This will result in some changes of data in SITC, Rev.2 and Rev.1 compared to what is in mainframe Comtrade. We will write a report on these changes. 
ii  
Whenever a country or area reports separate data for re-imports and re-exports, data for these trade regimes will be shown separately. In such cases the imports data will show the total values for foreign imports plus re-imports and the exports data will show the total values for domestic exports plus re-exports.
iii) An extra quantity field has been added. The first quantity field will contain exclusively net weight in kilograms and the second quantity field will contain quantity in supplementary units.

CFW developments

19.
CFW 3.1 has been distributed by the end of March 2001. CFW 3.1 has exactly the same functionalities as CFW 3.0, but the backbone has been simplified and, therefore, CFW 3.1 is more robust than the original CFW 3.0. During the first six months of 2002 a further version of CFW (CFW 4.0) will be completed and distributed. A further simplification has been introduced by writing the job log to a text file, instead of to the Comtrade.mdb file. Experience showed that a series of write/delete actions of Microsoft Visual Basic to a MS-Access database leads to errors. 
Internet access to Comtrade

20.
Several organizations and companies have shown interest to bring Comtrade on the Internet. UNSD has explored cooperation in this area with two of these organizations, namely with the World Bank and with ITC. Administrative and technical issues have been addressed. An oral update on this will be given by UNSD at the Task Force meeting.

ANNEX 1

Countries or areas for which more than one year were added to Comtrade in 2001

	Albania
	99,2000

	Andorra
	99,2000

	Bulgaria
	98,99,2000

	Burundi
	93 to 2000

	Cameroon
	97,98,99

	Comoros
	95 to 2000

	Côte d'Ivoire
	97,98,99,2000

	Ethiopia
	97,98,99,2000

	Georgia
	99,2000

	Jamaica
	98,99,2000

	Jordan
	99,2000

	Maldives
	98,99,2000

	Montserrat
	99,2000

	Morocco
	98,99,2000

	New Caledonia
	99,2000

	Saint Kitts and Nevis
	99,2000

	Saint Lucia
	99,2000

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	98,2000

	Saudi Arabia
	99,2000

	Turkmenistan
	99,2000

	Uganda
	97,2000


